19TH - 21ST OCTOBER 2023

%7 MANCHESTER
= FOLK FESTIVAL

3 DAYS OF LIVE MUSIC IN AND AROUND THE NORTHERN QUARTER

WWW.MANCHESTERFOLK.COM



WELCOME

We're thrilled to invite you to join us in some
of Manchester’s finest music venues for a fresh
new take on Manchester Folk Festival.

e ‘. We move to the Northern Quarter and Ancoats for our 7th year.

"‘ Iconic, atmospheric and brilliant venues will host our programme
bursting with incredible, inspiring artists who represent the very
best in folk, traditional and acoustic music. As always, you can
tailor the festival to your own tastes; individual tickets are available
for all gigs, or, if you want to see as much fantastic music across
the three days as you can, you can purchase a festival wristband
for access to all performances, including exclusive access to the
international concert programme.

David Agnew,
Artistic Director

We'll see you there!

ACCESS

We use a range of venues at Manchester Folk Festival and although all are accessible,
in order to give the best possible experience, we need to let some venues know

in advance if we have any audience members who are wheelchair users or require
assistance.

If you are a wheelchair user or require an essential companion ticket, please email
info@englishfolkexpo.com to let us know before purchasing a ticket.

TICKETS

Festival wristbands and tickets for individual gigs can be purchased via
our website. No advance booking is required for our free events. For
more information and to buy tickets head to www.manchesterfolk.com,
or scan the QR code.

WWW.MANCHESTERFOLK.COM
Follow us for the latest news 3¢ @McrFolkFest ] Manchester Folk Festival @manchesterfolk

All information correct at time of printing. All ticket prices are inclusive of fees.



FESTIVAL CLUB

LIVE MUSIC IN A BUSTLING CLUB SETTING

BAND ON THE WALL - 11PM - 1AM

UNRESERVED SEATING/STANDING, 18+

TICKETS - £15.40 TICKETS - £15.40 TICKETS - £15.40

SIMEON HAMMOND RANAGRI BONFIRE RADICALS
DALLAS A contemporary folk band Prog-folk frenzy, blending

A unique Americana sound blending energetic festival vibes  (un)traditional tunes from the
driven by powerful storytelling with introspective lyrics British Isles to the Balkans.

and a powerhouse voice.

MIKEY KENNEY THE OFTEN HERD MAN THE LIFEBOATS
Liverpool-style fiddler and Boundary-breaking Northern Fiery alternative-folk band.
songwriter, bridging tradition bluegrass band with fiery Tonic for these troubled times.
and urban reality. instrumentals and personal

lyrics.

T o~
SUNTOU SUSSO & AMY THATCHER & TO BE ANNOUNGFD
ROSS GRANT FRANCESCA KNOWLES Please check our website for
English Fiddle meets West Genre-bending accordion and latest news.

African percussive and melodic  percussion duo with creative
influence. compositions.



GET CAPE. WEAR CAPE. FLY
SUPPORT FROM KATIE SPENCER

BAND ON THE WALL - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £22 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
STANDING

37 year old Sam Duckworth has been making music as Get Cape.
Wear Cape. Fly for 18 years. The bohemian teenager is now a fully
fledged adult. His sonic palette blends folk, indie, and electronic
elements, with introspective storytelling and poignant melodies. His !
evocative lyrics and soul-stirring performances have established him as g -
a true luminary in the contemporary folk scene.

Katie Spencer enchants audiences with her soulful voice and intricate
fingerstyle guitar playing.

BRYONY GRIFFITH AND ALICE JONES

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Bryony Griffith and Alice Jones’ new duo has taken the folk scene
by storm, releasing their debut album A Year Too Late and a Month
Too Soon to critical acclaim in 2022. Together, they present a
unique repertoire of harmony, heritage and Northern banter.

"Straight up, beautiful and bold folk singing" Mark Radcliffe - BBC
Radio 2

MAKE A NIGHT OF IT AND ADD GRANNY'S ATTIC TO THIS
SHOW FOR JUST £10.

SUNTOU SUSSO
SUPPORT FROM CORUJA JONES

HALLE ST PETERS (VICTORIA WOOD) - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Suntou Susso is a multi-instrumentalist: kora player, percussionist,

- w i I
singer and composer from The Gambia. His family includes some & ¥ — '."L
of the world's most well-respected West African musicians, and :\ﬁ; " d
his own musical abilities are outstanding. Born a Griot, he holds a A “

unique societal role as an oral historian, transmitting and preserving
a people's culture through the generations in song, music and
poetry.

Coruja Jones is a Manchester based singer-songwriter of dreamy,
melancholic indie-folk.




NOBLE JACKS
SUPPORT FROM IONA LANE + KATIE O'MALLEY

NIGHT & DAY - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £16.50 (18+)
UNRESERVED SEATING/STANDING

With the fiddle leading the charge, Noble Jacks (Duo) are out

to take no prisoners with their high-energy footstompin’ rhythms
taking crowds by storm. Nominated Live Act Of The Year 2023 by
the Americana Music Association UK, Noble Jacks are considered
by many to be the finest purveyors of folk-influenced Americana.

lona Lane delivers poetic songs with an enchanting voice, and
lyrics drawn from landscapes and nature.

Katie O'Malley delivers a mix of Americana, folk, and rock with a
voice that pours emotion.

HACK-POETS GUILD
SUPPORT FROM CHRIS FOX

MATT & PHREDS - DOORS 7.30pm
TICKETS - £19.80 (18+)
UNRESERVED SEATING/STANDING

Hack-Poets Guild revive historic broadside ballads, intertwining
original compositions with captivating interpretations. Their aloum
and live tour, Blackletter Garland, breathe life into tales of birth,
love, conflict, and death. Drawing from rare printed sheets, they
illuminate universal themes while connecting modern audiences to
Britain's rich folklore.

Genre-defying troubadour Chris Fox captivates his audiences with
rich vocals, intricate guitar, and loop pedal magic.

GRANNY'S ATTIC

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 8.45pm
TICKETS - £18.70 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

With exceptional musicianship and boundless energy, Granny’s
Attic are Cohen Braithwaite-Kilcoyne (melodeon, anglo
concertina, vocals), George Sansome (guitar, vocals) and Lewis
Wood (violin, vocals). Heralded for lively traditional performances
with their unique style, they push boundaries, explore fresh
approaches, and craft original compositions while maintaining a
strong foundation in tradition.



WARD KNUTUR TOWNES

CASTLE HOTEL - DOORS 6.30pm
TICKETS - £17.60 (18+)
UNRESERVED LIMITED SEATING/STANDING

Ward Knitur Townes blend soft harmonies and intricate Ca o ‘*
melodies. The trio - Lucy Ward (UK), Svavar Knutur (Iceland), ,” : - 1
1 L

and Adyn Townes (Canada) - found synergy through Global Music
Match (a virtual global music sharing experiment). Their individual

prowess in captivating audiences merges with their joyful
camaraderie, creating an enchanting and magical experience.

MERRY HELL SUPPORT FROM ELIZA MARSHALL

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 7.00pm - STANDING
TICKETS - £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)

Multi-award winning folk-rock band Merry Hell offer joyful and
uplifting music with a message for troubled times. The band's live
performances are celebrated for their energy, passion, and love for
what they do, making them voices of hope and beacons of light.

Eliza Marshall's spellbinding performances fuse rhythm, melody,
and poetry, layering sounds with a diverse range of instruments.

RIOGHNACH CONNOLLY & HONEYFEET SUPPORT FROM RUTH LYON + PHILIPPA ZAWE

BAND ON THE WALL - DOORS 7.00pm TICKETS - £22 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult) - STANDING

Rioghnach Connolly, BBC Radio 2 Folk Singer of the Year, joins her Manchester-based companion players,
Honeyfeet. Their dynamic performances traverse genres, from esoteric protest songs to infectious dance rhythms.
Rioghnach's deadpan wit and vibrant stage presence illuminate her multicultural exploration, infusing traditional
and folk elements into Honeyfeet's captivating soundscapes.

Ruth Lyon, Newcastle's captivating singer-songwriter, explores self-doubt, power in fragility, and new self-
acceptance through soulful vocals and witty lyricism.

A Yorkshire-based singer-songwriter of Ugandan heritage, Philippa Zawe weaves rich stories through her soulful
folk-infused music.



MARTIN CARTHY: A SPECIAL EVENING OF

SONG & CONVERSATION WITH JON WILKS
SUPPORT FROM SALLY IN THE wWOODS

HALLE ST PETERS - DOORS 7.00pm - UNRESERVED SEATING
TICKETS - £23.10 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)

An extra-special chance to join folk music legend Martin Carthy for
a nostalgic journey through his illustrious career, featuring musical
interludes and engaging discussions with his talented friend,
musician and journalist, Jon Wilks (Tradfolk).

Sally in the Woods' charming vocals and unique song
accompaniment breathe new life into old songs.
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WILL POUND & JENN BUTTERWORTH
SUPPORT FROM ANNIE DRESSNER

HALLE ST PETERS (VICTORIA WOOD) - DOORS 7.30pm
TICKETS - £19.30 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Will Pound and Jenn Butterworth, acclaimed instrumentalists in
folk music, deliver breathtaking performances. Seamless fusion
of harmonica, melodeon, guitar, and vocals results in captivating
improvisations which showcase their virtuosic abilities.

Annie Dressner is an acclaimed NYC-born singer-songwriter with
captivating storytelling and lilting vocals.

LADY NADE SUPPORT FROM KATEY BROOKS
SOUP - DOORS 7.30pm TICKETS - £17.60 (18+) - STANDING

Lady Nade is a multi-award winning eclectic folk and Americana
singer-songwriter with profound lyrics exploring love, loss, and
community. She embraces her fans with open arms, creating an
intimate experience at every performance.

Katey Brooks is a rebellious artist that resists formula, with a sound
blending folk, soul, blues and Americana.

\

MICHELE STODART

CASTLE HOTEL - DOORS 8.45pm TICKETS - £15.40 (18+)
UNRESERVED LIMITED SEATING/STANDING

Caribbean-born Michele Stodart is an award-winning solo artist,
singer-songwriter, and multi-instrumentalist, best known as the
bassist and co-songwriter of The Magic Numbers. As a solo artist
she delivers intimate, heart-wrenching live performances.

\ ADD WARD KNUTUR TOWNES TO THIS SHOW FOR JUST £10




MADDY PRIOR & FORGOTTEN LANDS
WORKSHOP + PERFORMANCE

WORKSHOP: HALLE ST PETERS (VICTORIA WOOD) - 2 - 4pm
PERFORMANCE: HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 7.30pm
TICKETS - £33 / £19.80 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Maddy Prior & Forgotten Lands is both a performance and an
opportunity to learn, experience and explore traditional folk song
with some of the very best vocal teachers in the business. With a
wealth of experience and expertise, Maddy Prior and Rose-Ellen
Kemp run a vocal technique workshop in the afternoon before
their live performances. Joined by Bridie Jackson and Jerry King,
the group showcases the power of the human voice, and deliver

)
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captivating harmonies.

OYSTERBAND
SUPPORT FROM NUNNERY NORHEIM

STOLLER HALL - DOORS 6.00pm - RESERVED SEATING
TICKETS - £24.50 (Under 14s accompanied by adult)

Winners of 5 BBC Folk Awards, Oysterband are celebrated for
their exceptional talent and captivating live performances. Their
unique career blends punk energy, rich songwriting, and socially
conscious lyrics, leaving a lasting impact on the modern folk canon.
As they enter their fifth decade, they return to the stage with more
uplifting songs for uncertain times.

Alt-folk duo Lizzie Nunnery (UK) and Vidar Norheim (Norway)
combine beguiling songs with beat poetry and storytelling.

LIZZY HARDINGHAM & JOCE REYOME:
SONG SHARING

CASTLE HOTEL - DOORS 6.30pm TICKETS - £13.20 (18+) i |
UNRESERVED LIMITED SEATING/STANDING |

Through a partnership between Manchester Folk Festival and Wy ‘
Music PEl, Lizzy Hardingham has been working with Canadian

artist Joce Reyome in a very special pan-Atlantic project. Following —
time spent together in Prince Edward Island and in Manchester,
this concert will be a chance to hear some of the music from two
wonderfully talented singer-songwriters.

Folk infused singer-songwriter, Lizzy Hardingham performs songs
for the heart, from the heart; giving audiences a chance for genuine
connection and empathy.

Joce Reyome captivates audiences with their dynamic
performances, infusing classic blues sound with raw vocals and a
new perspective while staying true to their singer/songwriter roots.




SAT 21 OCT

THE BREATH PLUS SPECIAL GUEST TO BE ANNOUNCED

NEW CENTURY HALL - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £24.20 (14+)
UNRESERVED SEATING

The Breath present a very special collaboration with the D&B Soundscape system — a 360 degree, fully immersive
PA which surrounds both performers and audience. Expect to be bathed in a bewitching collection of heartfelt
songs as likely to touch on childhood summers and first love as cultural dislocation, post-colonial injustices and grief.

Based in Manchester their unique, contemporary take on alt-folk journeys from lush, beguiling storytelling to
uplifting anthems. It's the emotional depth of the songs and the remarkable connection the duo shares with their
audiences that makes the Breath’s live performance so compelling.

Please check our website for latest news

BLACKBEARD'S TEA PARTY
AND THE LEYLINES

BAND ON THE WALL - DOORS 7.00pm
TICKETS - £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
STANDING

Blackbeard's Tea Party brings bold and riotous modern folk rock
to the stage, blending tradition with a rock edge. Their high-energy
performances feature sea-shanties transformed into rock anthems
and foot-stomping folk instrumentals.

West Country's lively folk-rockers, The Leylines, blend raucous
violin, dynamic guitar, and sharp lyrics. Their shows ignite hearts
and minds, renowned for infectious tunes. They're festival

favourites, delivering rowdy, memorable performances.




SAT 21 OCT

JOHN SMITH
SUPPORT FROM CLARA MANN

HALLE ST PETERS - DOORS 7.15pm
TICKETS - £23.10 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

John Smith is a celebrated guitarist and songwriter, renowned

for his transatlantic blend of fingerstyle and slide guitar. With a
honey-on-gravel voice and mesmerizing fingerstyle, he embarks on
an emotional journey through themes of love, loss, and personal
growth. His devotion to the instrument has made him a true
master, captivating listeners with his enchanting compositions.

Emotive alt-folk ballads by Clara Mann capture the restlessness of

youth and the power of optimism.

PS g MISHRA SUPPORT FROM ME LOST ME
T .
g i =M s N E { HALLE ST PETERS (VICTORIA WOOD) - DOORS 8.00pm
! \ j 5 = TICKETS - £16.50 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
i b : UNRESERVED SEATING
o “ k:
y N ¥ Mishra and Deepa Shakthi's collaborative project blends the
- - soul-stirring sufi singing of Deepa with Mishra's global-folk sound.
r Combining UK folk, Indian classical influences, and sufi elements,
; S their performances offer a captivating cross-cultural experience.
o, Their joyous performances are a journey of contrasts, from hand-
o \ ?/ clapping trance-like sufi songs to spacious stillness and reflection.
O Me Lost Me, led by Newcastle artist Jayne Dent, creates genre-
defying music with soaring vocals and atmospheric electronics.

ROSIE HOOD BAND : ” N
CASTLE HOTEL - DOORS 8.15pm = A W NS
TICKETS - £16.50 (18+) \ N
UNRESERVED LIMITED SEATING/STANDING
Rosie Hood is known for her strong, pure voice and captivating '..,,: o
performances as well as her poetic writing and honest % -
interpretations of traditional songs. Rosie Hood Band delivers
re-imagined traditional English songs and original material with “:‘/
themes of politics, struggle, and women's voices. The sensitive @

musicianship of Nicola Beazley (fiddle/cello/vocals), Robyn
Wallace (melodeon), and Rosie Butler-Hall (fiddle/vocals) perfectly
complement Rosie's vocals.

ADD LIZZY HARDINGHAM & JOCE REYOME: SONG SHARING
TO THIS SHOW FOR JUST £10



INTERNATIONAL FOLK CONCERTS

An afternoon of international folk discovery, exclusively for festival wristband holders

TICKETS: ACCESS TO FESTIVAL WRISTBAND HOLDERS ONLY

SOUTH KOREA - SEOUL MUSIC WEEK
Gonia / Gray By Silver / groove&

BAND ON THE WALL - DOORS 1.30pm (2.00pm - 4.00pm)

SHOWCASE FLANDERS PowERED BY FESTIVAL DRANOUTER

Broes / Marvara / Tom Theuns & Aurélie Dorzée
HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 3.30pm (4.00pm - 6.00pm)

EXPORT MUSIC SWEDEN
FRANDER / Northern Resonance / Symbio

,; = HALLE ST PETERS - DOORS 3.30pm (4.00pm - 6.00pm)

THE

STOLLER

HALL

Book online at:
stollerhall.com
03331300967
Tue-Thu, 1.30-4pm

Chetham'’s Foundation
registered charity: 526702




FREE EVENTS

FREE LIVE MUSIC

FREE LIVE SESSIONS

S
<<
Q UNRESERVED SEATING Hosted by Rosie Butler-Hall & Robyn
2 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult) Wallace.
= Dream-folk songwriter with
= dexterous musicianship, meditative calm and warm
- humour.
Irish singer songwriter with strong
connections to Manchester.
FREE LIVE MUSIC FREE LIVE SESSIONS
> 4.30PM - 7.30PM
< UNRESERVED SEATING Hosted by the ‘Occasional Afternoon Music
o (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult) Session’ group on Facebook who regularly
E Folk meets Americana run sessions in Chorley and Pleasington.
|1 blending light & dark, vulnerability & power into songs.
Acclaimed songwriter and guitarist | Hosted by Rosie Butler-Hall and Ray
celebrated for his soul-stirring urban folk sound. Cunningham.
FREE LIVE MUSIC FREE LIVE SESSIONS
12.30PM - 7.30PM
UNRESERVED SEATING Hosted by the regular singers from the
(10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult) Gaslamp Sunday Singaround session. This
Acclaimed fingerpicking guitarist and folk singaround has been a mainstay of our festival
singer blends folk song performance and storytellin for several years. Come along for some
: 9 9p 9 rousing chorus songs and beautiful ballads.
o Accordionist, composer, clog
P dancer; pushing boundaries with emotive alt-folk
= melodies. Hosted by Seb Stone and friends.
- Warm and melancholy, singer- ) ) )
g songwriter with tumbling guitar and poetic lyricism. For the latest information about the sessions,

Trailblazing artist fusing tradition and
activism with beautifully crafted songs.
Captivating singer-songwriter with
exquisite vocals and haunting melodies.

Celtic Harpist and singer based in
Manchester.

head to www.manchesterfolk.com, or scan
the QR code




BOSS MORRIS

1:30PM, 3:30PM, 5:30PM (20 MINUTE PERFORMANCES)

Boss Morris is an all-female collective redefining English Morris dancing. Their performances are vibrant, featuring
intricate footwork, bright costumes, and jingling bells. The group is dedicated to promoting cultural heritage and
accessibility for all. They are supported by artistic creatives and musicians, fostering social engagement and interest

in this ancient folk dance.

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS

Workshops presented in partnership with Manchester Craft and Design Centre

LA\
(S
B i

NN

MAKE A LEATHER PURSE
WITH SUZANNE DEVINE FROM DEVINESDESIGN

MANCHESTER CRAFT AND DESIGN - 10am - 1pm
TICKETS - £38.50 (16+)

In this workshop, you will learn how to work with leather and alternative ways
of constructing a purse which will include hand stitching, riveting, punching,
hammering & cutting.

All materials and tools will be provided on the day.

GLASS SUNCATCHER DECORATIONS
WITH HELEN TIFFANY

MANCHESTER CRAFT AND DESIGN - 2pm - 5pm
TICKETS - £38.50 (12+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)

In this introductory class, you will learn the principles of glass fusing and
screen printing with enamels, creating your own unique stencils to print
directly onto glass. Suitable for beginners.

All materials and tools will be provided on the day. The finished light catchers
will be kiln fired and ready to collect 1-2 weeks after the workshop.
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THE BREATH - GET CAPE. WEAR CAPE. FLY

RIOGHNACH CONNOLLY & HONEYFEET - MARTIN CARTHY
BLACKBEARD'S TEA PARTY - OYSTERBAND - THE LEYLINES

JOHN SMITH - MADDY PRIOR & FORGOTTEN LANDS - HACK-POETS GUILD
MICHELE STODART - LADY NADE - NOBLE JACKS - SUNTOU SUSSO - GRANNY'S ATTIC
WILL POUND & JENN BUTTERWORTH - BRYONY GRIFFITH & ALICE JONES - MERRY HELL

WARD KNUTUR TOWNES - MISHRA - ROSIE HOOD BAND - LIZZY HARDINGHAM & JOCE REYOME
+ MANY MANY MORE

[} ~

D\h . /(\\

Lo /‘&%

sl gl & i
17 717 ‘

NEWTON ST

.

MANCHESTER T
VICTORIA ‘ HHB
STATION (L)

o
»

z

o

v SHUDEHILL
<)\ INTERCHANGE
2 o
o
o
o
)

OLDHAM ST

i

w
N
o
@
o

A
\(Z“
&

VENUES

BAND ON THE WALL HALLE ST PETER'S NIGHT & DAY
25 Swan St, M4 5JZ 40 Blossom St, Ancoats, M4 6BF 26 Oldham St,M1 1JN

CASTLE HOTEL MATT & PHREDS JAZZ CLUB SOUP

66 Oldham St, M4 1LE 64 Tib St, M4 1LW 31-33 Spear St, M1 1DF

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S NEW CENTURY THE STOLLER HALL
36-38 George Leigh St, Ancoats, M4 5DG 34 Hanover St, M4 4AH Hunts Bank, M3 1DA

PRODUCED BY SOUND

ROOTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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